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WIHAT DO WE OWE TO THE OLD |

TESTAMENT?

To e Epttor oF Tar SuN--Yi Kind
Orthodoxy, taking pity on one gone astray,
sonds him a passage froin the Old Taasta- |
ment, étriking euough,as Orthodoxy thinks, |
to have tha effect of a miraculous rexurrvo-
tion from the dead, !

Of the changes that I have seen in !
long life not one is more momentous than |
the change in the position of the Bible. |
As the oollection of a national literature,
intensely interesting and sometimes spir-
ftually grand, the Old Testament will live
forever. As a supposed course of divine |
revelation it has yiolded to critical inquiry. |
The reputed authorship of mhuch of it has |
beon disproved, and it has been shown to |
be a human mixture not only of that which '
is sublime with that which is tho reverse |
of sublime, but of good with evil. Vain,
surely, is the attempt to restore its unity -
and divinity by any application to its )
othics of the Darwinian theory of evolu- !
tion. Would Deity in revealing itself to |
man &toop to persvnate the primitive delu- |
wions of the human mind and the lower |
stages of human morality? In what does
the evolution end? In the tribalism of |
Yzra commanding his fellow countrymen
in the name of God to put away their for-
eign wives and children.

It might be difficult to say what the
effect on the whole of belief in the inspira-
tlon of the Old Testament on character and
progress has been. The opening of Genesig
is sublime, as Longinus felt. It seems,
compared with what follows, the work of
& superior mind, But devout belief in it
has barred, nearly down to our own day,
rational inquiry into the history of the |
planet and the origin of man. Two genera-~
tions ago a lecturer on geology might be
heard pitiably struggling to force science
fnto conformity with faith. Then, from the |
grand “Let thero be light!” we drop to |
the God who makes man of dust, woman

man's tib and manuract ta of
gkin for them. We have God walking In
the garden in the cool of the evening. We |
have the Tree of Knowledge and the talk- |
ing serpent. The patriarchs living ninoi
centuries, the giants, the Deluge with its |
infantine delusions and impossibilities, the
Joves of the angels and the Tower of Babel,
are all on the level of the commonest
mythologies. Yet they have clouded the
mind of the most advanced members of
the race.

In the higher passages of the Prophets,
such as that cited by my orthodox well
wisher, we have grand manifestoes of faith |
in the God of righteousness, though we |
hardly find aspirations after epiritual seif-
culture, or, saving perhaps in passages of
the Paalms, anything like the tenderness of
Christisnethics. Thereare glimpses, though |
only glirapses, of a universal religion. There
is no glimpse anywhere of a life beyond
the present, though there are allusions to
a shadowy world of the dead. Wo have in |
the Book of Job a deepl interesting effort
to solve a mystery of the moral world, |
albeit with an abortive conclusion. We |
lave the beauty of pastoral life and char-
acter in the Bovk of Ruth; we have chiv- |
alrous affection in the friendship of David
and Jonathan.
pared with the codes of the most civilizad
nations of antiquity, notable advances l
may be traced. Such are the law which |
guards human life by making homicide a
public crime to be punished, instead of a
private injury, to bLe compounded; the
vight of asylum to bar hasty revenge; the
limitation of paternal despotism by re-
quiring the participation 'of the mother in
the condemination of the disobedient son;
the restraint, limited yet raal, put on the
evils of polygamy; the mitization of war
by the injunction regularly to summon a
besiegad city, to show same pity for the
feelings of captive women and to refrain
from destroying the fruit trees, as the
Greeks regularly did. Peace, not war, is
blessed and exalted. Wars of conquest are
made almost impossible by the repudiation
of forced gervice,
bleazad institution than the Sabbath, the
day of rest. Let humanity give the Old
Testament full credit for all this and for
ita effect on the general sentiment and
legislative tendencies of the Bible reading
world.

On the other hand we have the picture
of a Deity covenanting to advance the
intorests of one tribe above thosa of the
rest of mankind on the condition of the
performance of a tribal rite, and thus
stamping tribalism as perpetual. We have
a Deity prospering the craft of Jacob,
hardening the heart of Pharaoh 8o that he
will not let Israel go, and then slaying all
the guiltless firstborn of the Egyptians;
sanctioning the robber invasion of Canaan
and the extermination of its peopla, making
the sun to stand still in heaven that the
slaughter may be complete; approving the
treason of Rahab, the murder of Sisera,
and the hewing of Agag in pieces before
the Lord; not condemning David when he
puts to & deasa of torture the people of a
captured city; prompting the butchery of
all the prophets of Baal; sending forth a
lying spirit to betray King Ahab to his
ruin; causing forty children, for mocking
a prophet, to be torn to pieces by bears.
1t can hardly be doubted that these presen-

tations of Deity and the divine govern- |

ment have had their effect on the character
of men, that they are partly responsible

for the darker featurea of Puritanism and |

for the use of persecuting force in the sup-
posed interest of religion. .

“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”
What crimes and horrors followed in tHe
train of the dark superstition which had its
warrant in those words!

The idea of a Chosen People still lingers
and leads to aberrations. Perhaps the
tribalism of which it is the Hebrew version
may not have been without its effeot in
maintaining too sharp a distinction between
Christendom and the rest of humanity.

It may be difficult to strike the balance.
What Is certain is that free inquiry has at
length prevailed over tradition and em-
powered us to choope the good, of which
there is rich store, such as the passage
tendered for my conversion, in the Old
Testament, and eschew the evil.

What is the relation of the Old Testa-

ment to the New? ZThe Sephedrim, for its |

a1

|

"Davol bes of Judalsm

| outlaw

In the Mosaio law, com=- |

Nor is thero a more |

et emaanatn B & 2s ot o S St b+ 8 S0 -

part,| mve thmt questign a deolsive answer.
ave spoken of Chris-
tianit t as its supplement. The relation is
diMes 1t to define, But to the pnpll of
CGama el the religlon of Jesus was evi-

| dently a new dawn and a new llife, We

have J udaism still befora us perpotuating
ite ling wing tribalisrn by the tribal rite;
refusing to blend with the races among
whieh it dwells: to Intermarry with them;
to break bread, if it can help, with them;
treating that which is unclean for iteelf as
olean for them; celebrating the feast of
Purim In memory of ity apelent feud, I
apeak, of ponrse, of the sirict and Talmudio
Jew as he s found in Ruxgia or Poland,
not of thosa whom THE SUN describes as
Naving unde'gone American infl .ence and
I peome prad-ically citizens of the American
ropublie, or rather perhaps of the world,
anel not Talinudiats, but simply thoists,
GOoLDWIN SMITH.

" Mr, IBurden,

Mr. JAMES A. BUKDEN, Jr., {8 a bigger
and a more considerable person than
was gerterally apprehended. We take it,

| without knowing much about it, that he
| has always been a respectable and ami-

able gentleman, discharging the funo-
tions of his soclal condition with credit
and even, it may be, with distinction;
hut to-day he cuts a very much more
important figure. Hoe is a man who
has had the pluck and the independence
to take a blackmailer and a scoundrel
by the throat and hand him over to the
mercies of the police, and for that if
for nothing else the whole community
owes him a debt of gratitude.

Mr. BuRMEN has done a great publio
service and he commands the respect
and admiration of THE SUN.

Renppearance of Dr, Gaines.

A glad Christmas hand to our old
friend Dr. JouN WESLEY GaIines. He
was up and doing in the House of Rep-
resentatives Thursday. Wit, eloquence
and poesy spirted from him. His
speech had an encyce
worthy of the possessor of all the talents
and most of the virtues. Beit our humble
privilege to glean reverently after his

| wide triumphant swath. He basted

Philadelphia lawyers. He celebrated Ten-
nessee and her greatest crop, great men:

“ How did the Siate of Missour!l stop her frauds
and moral decay? Did they come and ask the Con-
gress to do 1t1 Wily, not by a great long shot, It
started from a litJe humble fellow, and he was
born o the State of Tennesseo (laughter]—little
Jom FoLx. And I want you to distinctly under-
stand, gentlemen, you may not know It, but all
the great men have ni left Tennessee yet, (Laugh-
ter,] I will tell youvi gentlemen, that I can pick
out 200 lawyers In thi} city of Nashville that can put
the thleves and robiyers and plunderers of Phila-
delphla or any other (dty of this country In the peni-
venviary, If they will give them the ginews of war,

“ A Member—And a Jjury. (Laughter.]”

He showed the superiority of the
Democrats to the Republicans. The
former “have laundry days,” but the
Republicans “never do.” But wait a week:

“ Gentlemen, the Demorrats will have the biggest
‘laundry * when we get In in & year or two from
now that you ever heard about, And I tell you,
gentlemen, we will show you then where the ras-
cals are, and we will use Iye soap, Oh, I have come
in contact with some of them, and 1 have been
after them with a pltchfork,
them, (Laughter.]”

I
|

|

lopmdio range | The

I am not done =ith |

Dr. Gaines wields Captain TILLMAN'S |

weapon as well as the spatula and the
sca'pel. We do just love to see him
running all the prongs of it into a trust
magnate:

" remark of Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH a week

“1 have done what I could to put that Infernal |

{n the penitentiary, where 1 be-
lleve he belongs and will at a near day go there,

! reaches to all socity.
. pay no heed to religious observances |

So lang as the great GoD gives me & volce, Rolor g |

as He gilves me the |fttle gray matter that (s left

in my head, the little gpark of love | have for my |

aother and my country, | shall never let up on that
vampire until 1 see him behind the bars. He bas
been rohbing my people under the forms of law,
He bas been at the head of an Internatinnal and
Federal trust, and the tobacco farmers have heen
stirred up In Tennessee and Kentucky, tn decency
| and in order, and within the I'mits of the law, thirty
! thousand strong, blacks and whites, old and young,

their homes and firesides, walting unil) the Attor.
ney -Genera) can give them reHef, inJunction and in-
dictments against this vampire.”

permissible, it may be used freely against

a vampire. Besides, the old fashioned

method of driving a stake through the
may be unconstitu-

tional, as a cruel and unusual punish-

ment. But what does shy Dr. GaINES

mean by talking of his vast cerebral

reserves as “the little gray matter"?

Must we repeat again the memorable

| lines of the poet:

| *JoHN WESLEY GAINES, JOHN WESLEY GAINES,

| Tuou monumental pile of bralins;

Proud Tennesses relles on thee,

JoHN WESLEY GAINES, JORN WESLEY Garnms!®

But what did the people do when they

went vampire hunting: '
| " They sald: ‘You got to give us a living price
| tor our tobacco: 1t cost us six cents to raise it, and
you have haen paying us “ a cent, a cussing, and a
nothing,” ' as my friend JOEN B, ALLEN says—In
fact, pald them last year an average of four cents,
And what did they have to do whex'a they got our
tobacco this year? They pald usaboul 8,89 ceuts for
every pound they bought, That was not the result
of my efiorts nor the eflorts of any other one man,
Not at all, There was JOHN B, ALLEN of Clarks-
ville, Tenn,; there was STANLEY of KEentucky, and
OLLIRJAMES of Kentuoky: JOERL B, FORT of Spring-
fleld, Tenn,, and FruIX G, EWING, of the farmers’
hearts, a plain, little, redheaded farmer down at
Glenraven, Tenn, the chalrman of the executive
i committee, and his ive or slx assoclates.”
|  As a matter of fact, did not the plain
[ little redheaded farmer of Glenraven do
| the most and best work? If the Hon.

EDWARD WARD CARMACK is to lose his

seat in the Senate should he not be
I gucceeded by a plain, redheaded man
like himself?

hanwrt

vamnira's
rampires JC&2 14

showers of human kindness pour musi-
cally down:

“ 1f anything I8 tny strong sult It s love for my
fellow man, and the next Is hate loward those who
are rotten and evildoers, 1 desplse rotienness;
I desplse oppressfon: 1 desplse anything that op-
presses my nelghbor or the peopls. 1 may not be
very religlous, but 1 love my neighbor very nearly
as much as I do myself—not quite as much, 1 wii)
be falr to say, as myself—although 1 do not really
know how much I do love myscif—and I will tell
you who my nearcst nelghbor Is, He is a small,
independent tobseco manufacturer, wWhere 1 go
and buy my clgars.”

A man that not only forgives but loves
the man he buys his cigars of is about as
good as this rough world can produce.
But the rural parts of Tennessee and the
rest of the uncontaminated district
breed all the good people:
| _“Afler all, wa uust get baok ta the very mud-

{ (
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rich and poor, bave banded together to defend |

-— e B ——

sills of soclaty, to the homes and firesides of the
country—that ts, removed from the contaminating
Influences of olty life, From there you will And
moat of our llluatrious eoldlers have come; from
there you will And the mont of our best citi-
zens  have coms, accordlag to population,
There you will fnd people have not become
corrupt or debased by hunting for Althy luore,
It I8 In the sweot llttle homes of dear old Ten-
nessee, whers the gourd vine hangs, that you
wil find true huppinesa; (¢ 1s In the humble home l
that you will flud deep, honest convictions, true
virtue; there you will find the old man, with his |
wife, his dengliter, his son, talking of ‘ the good old
days '--gone foraver—deploring publie and private
depravity of these days, that his son may avold
riches If It costs his good name, [Applause,] ™

The “Congressional Directory” tells us
that Dr, JoHN WESLEY GAINES was “born
on a farm.” Yet he lives in Nashville,
among the contaminating influences of
city life. Probably he has gourd vines
hanging on his home; yet is he absolutely
safe? We tremble to think of that fine
flower In that rocky soil.

The Uprising of Rellgion,

The recent secession of more than a
hundred members of one Presbyterian
Church of this town because of a long
and bitter Intestine quarrel and their
willing reception into another church
of the same denomination affords an
indication of an intensity of partisan
religious feeling which seems to belong
to a past period rather than to this time of
comparative religious indifference, or at
least looseness of conviction,

Mere pride of opinion and a worldly
and human desire to weaken the par-
ticular church in which it had been |
resisted may have been a strong im- |
pelling influence with th se atubbomt
Presbyterians, but they showed also |
their high appreciation of the need |
and importance of church membership, |
The were not willing to be left out in |
the cold, They wanted the wtu'mth;
of church fellowship and association,

e —————— e

y wero determined to remain in the i
|

organization, They insisted on being
labelled as Preabyterians. i
In New York there are now about
fifty thousand people who share with
them that particular regard for Presby-
terian Church membership. Except the
Episcopalians, whose communicants are |
probably about twice as many, and the |
Lutherans, of about the same number
as the Presbytecians, they are more
than the membership of any other of
the many Protestant denominations in |
this town. The total number of com- |
municants of all these churches is about
three hundred and fifty thousand. This |
aggregate is numerically great, very |
nearly as great as the whole population |
of Buffalo, the second city of this State,
yet proportionally to the population |
of New York it is small, only about |
8 per cent. The Jews also, of another )
than the Christian religion, or of no |
religion at all, are more than twice as |
many. More than three times as many
Protestants of the town are o tside of
churches altogether, infidels, or at least
without definite religious convictions,
indifferent to the subject. About four
times as many of the p aple are Roman |
Catholics by religious allegiance,
Actually, however, the number is 8o
large as to demonstrate the truth of the

or two ago that churches continue to be
great ih their influence as social organ-
izations. This in uence extends far be-
vond their specific membership and
Even where men

generally they recognize their social im-
portance in c-riain ways and yield con-
formity to them there. The Church
steps in as a foremost figure at the three
great crises in the human career, at
birth, at marriage and at death, Fashion
itself invites its interference. A mar- |
ringe without priest or minister is legal,
but it is still socially unsa isfactory. |
The blessing of the« hurch on the union
is usually regarded as a social requisite,
even by people who never go to a church

{ at any other time and show no other form

N , | of respect for its teachings or its au- |
If Government by injunction is ever | [ ) g

thority. Social decency likewise requires |

| that the minister of religion shall be |

Now see Dr. GAINES milk himself and |

called in to give solemniy to the burial :
of the dead. '

Moreover, the small minority of the |
population w o go to church includes
those who are most influential socially,
They make up the conservative nucleus
of the town. They are, at least, the
more punctilious part of the community—
people of social conformity who go to
church at least as a decent social observ-
ance, no matter how indifferent they may
be to the dogmas preached and symbol-
ized. The Church, they say, is a great
conservative force in society, and it
ought to be sustained for that reason, if
for no other. Besides, it appeals to the
social Instinct, brings people together,
and regular attendance on it savors of
respectability.

The eagerness of the Presbyterians of
whom we have spoken to retain their
church membership, as if deprivation of
it constituted a vital injury to them, is
a feeling which is not less vital in the
breasts of millions of the American
people. We get almost daily eviden es
of its passionate intensity in letters from
our correspondents. At this time, too,
religious revivals in which that emo-
tion is stirred to even extravagant, if
not hysterical expression, are taking
place on a scale of magnitude and spir-
itual exaltation which recalls periods
of religious excitement in the past
when the flame of emotion burned most
brightly. The spread of religious scepti-
cism, going to the very foundations of
all religious belief as never before in
history, seems to be arousing the
churches to enter into the fight with the
destructive forces of infidelity with an
energy which to an infidel might sug-
gest desperation. Never before have
faith and denial come into conflict more
squarely and more fiercely. If the in-
fidel assault should now be successful,
even the merely ocial power of the
Church, now so dominant, would event-
ually be in peril, and unquestionably
one of the strongest pillars of the social
structure would be removed,

The thirty million religious communi-
cants of the United States, gathered in
something like two hundred thousand
churches and synagogues, afford assur-~
ance that such a day of desolation is
yet far off; and religious faith denies
that there is such & possibility—believes

I longingly

without a shadow of doubt‘ that tho
Church {8 eternal on earth no less than
in heaven,

The Housesmiths.

The action of the Iron League in re-
slgning from tho general arbitration
hoard of the Building Trades Employers’
Association has an interesting bearing
on the future standing of the houso-
smiths’ trade in New York. The an-
nouncement of the resignation was ac-
companied by a statement to the effect
that the Iron Leaguo had retired because
the striking Houseamiths and Bridgo~
men's Union had been ruled put of the
board. However, it is understood that
the withdrawal is permanent, forming
part of & movement to reduce the house-
smiths from the rank of mechanics to
that of unskilled laborers, with the re-
sult of excluding them henceforth from
the arbitration agreement.

The housesmiths are regarded as the
most unruly element among the me-
chanics in the building industry. Their
incessant and arbitrary strikes under
SaM PAREKS were one of the causes which
led to the organization of the Building
Trades Employers’ Association for the
purpose of compelling the mechanics in
thirty odd trades connected with the
building industry to accept a plan of
arbitration, The employers, in perfect-
ing the plan, refused to recognize SAM
PARKB'S union, which continued to be
dominated by leaders trained in his
methods. The arbitration agreement
was signed by a new body of house-
smiths, formed under the auspices of the
employers, but eventually the old and
the new union were amalgamated, with
the ‘aggressive faction once more in
control,

The present strike of the Housesmiths |
| & condensed account of the theory { self:

and Bridgemen's Union was an excep-
tionally flagrant violation of the arbi-
tration agreement. The union has been
expelled from the general arbitration
board. If the employers were to follow
precedent established by them in similar
cases that have arisen in various trades
they would proceed to organize a new
union to take the place of the one ex-
pelled. However, the Iron League has
declared for the “open shon” and with-
drawn from the general arbitration
board, without giving up its meiber-
ship in the Building Trades Employers’
Association.

As a matter of fact, the beliefl is all but
unanimous among employers in the sev-
eral trades that no permanent agree-
ment can be had with the housesmiths,
and it is said that the Iron League's
course has been taken largaly in defer
ence to prevailing sentiment in the Build-
ing Trades Employers’ Association.

That association admits only unions
of mechanics, as distinguished from
laborers and helpers, to the general ar-
bitration board. It has always been
claimed that housesmiths are not me-

| dogmatlo assertion is to be found

ment of football by the elimination of
the opportunity for “dirty” work: the
abolition of “piling up” on a player when
he Is downed.

+For the schools, a modified game; for
the universities, a reformed game.

The pay of the crew of the Nantucket
Shoals lightship, a publie utility supported
by the Federal Government, stopped when
the vessel sank. The crew barely escaped
with thelr lives. Seoretary METCALF be-
lleves that these unluoky Government em-
ployees will not lose a cent of wages, Per-
haps they may not, but the records of the
Government furnish many lostances of
Just claims long delayed in settlement or
abandoned by the claimants because of the
expense and bother of prosecuting them.
Unole 8AM is not a notably kindly, generous,
paymaster to the rank and flle of his em-
ployeea,

In the New York post office the holiday
rush Is on, and 8o great Is the amount of
mail to be handled that all hands must work
overtime. The appropriation for the post
office is so small that the regular force ls
hardly adequate in ordinary seasons to
meet the demands made on it. At Christ-
mastide the postal employees are worked
In a way that no reputable shopkeeper
would allow in the case of his employees,
Yet the Post Office Department Is the big-
gest buainess enterprise in which the Gov-
ernment engages, Were it a private enter
prise it surely would not be on the white
list of the Consumers’ League.

————

“‘LENGTHENED INFANCY."

Pope and Flske; From a Correspondent
Who Shou:d Discover Lucretius.

To TARE Epiton or THE BuN~S8ir: The
{mportance of the Increasad length of Infancy
as a factor In the evolution of man has of
recent years recelved considerable attention,
and it |s generally conceded that the late
John Fiske was the first to point this out.
To quote from a biography of Fiske, there
Is & very good example of this, as well as

“Mr. Fiske made one original contribution
in support of the Darwinlan theory, which
I8 now recognized to be of high Importance,
This concerns the subject of Infancy. The
Idea |s that actlons which in the case of the
simpler animals aro matured before birth,
must in the higher and more complex animals
be acquired after birth, Hence the necesaity
of a period of Infancy, to be prolonged in
proportion to the degree of elevation of the
animal in the scale of existence.”

In several instances Fiske very positively
asserts his claim to originality. The most
in the
preface to “Tlirough Nature to Geod,” where
the following appears: "The detection of the
art played by the lengthening of l1n!ancy
n the genesis of the human race Is my own
lﬂ::::tnnq' contribution to the doctrine ol evo-

This great thought was first entertalned
by Fiske as early as 1871, and in the fourth
chapter of “A Century of Socience,” pub-
lishod in 1900, the occurrence is mentioned,
Whila reading of the experiences of Alfred

Russel Wallace in the Malay archipelago
in tgo

I'iske became greatly interested
description of a certain newborn orang-
outang. Here Fiske save: “And while | was

reading of that I thought, ‘Dear me, if there

| is auy one thing in which the human race is

chanics in the proper sense, but have
been rated as such because of the power |

which Sam PARKS'S tactics invested
them with to intimidate non-union labor
and to involve other trades in sympa-
thetie strikes. However, these tactics
are no longer as effective as t ayv were;

and as the housesmiths have now for- |

feited the support of the unions working
under the arbitration agreement, most
of which voted for their expulsion from
the general arbitration board, the way
seems oren for the employers to test the
housesmiths' claim to the rank and
eventually, no doubt, also to the pay of
skilled mechanics.

C to and the Cash,
Next to HARRIMAN'S tears, the Hon.
WirLiaM BoURKE COCRERAN'S surprise,
indignation and wrath are the most

pathetie episode of the life insurance |

drama.
at the great life insurance
gafes, and his stern asectic countenance
speaks by every corrugation and fold
of thought almost as loudly and ex-
pressively as his clarion voice:

* Within my memory three largs companieg have
accumulated a bllilon and a quarter of dollars; and
1t will not be a generation hefore this sum will be
Ave or six biillons.”

A billion and a quarter! And BOURKE
CoCERAN hasn't got any of it; can't get
any of it?

“Great Gop, Mr. Speaker!”

The Princeton-Harvird Football De=-
b .te,

At Cambridge on [riday night the
debating team of Princeton University
defeated the Harvard team in a debate
on the question: “Resolved, that inter-
collegiate football in America is a det-
riment rather than a benefit.” The
Princeton speakers had the affirmative,
and the judges decided unanimously
that Princeton “had the better argu-
ments.”

Harvard proposed the question, and
Princeton had the choice of sides. Har=
vard, actually in opposition to football,
argued in its defence; Princeton, strongly
favoring the game, attacked it in this
debate. The result was therefore due
to argumentative skill rather than to
the logically honest outcome of the can-
did opposition of the genuine convic-
tions of the parties to the debate.

This aspect of the debate is most ap-
parent in Princeton's argument from
her opponent's actions during the season
just closed: “A Harvard publication
says that men during the season do
next to nothing in their studies, Presi-
dent EL10T says that the distractions of
the game grow greater every year, and
a prominent member of this year's Har-
vard team [BrinLL] says that for the last
two years university football has played
havoc with his studies,”

The debate was disingenuous, Prince-
ton attacked football as it is; Harvard
defended football as it should be. The
result justifies Princeton's attack on the
present condition of the game, but in no
way denies the possibility and the ad-
vantage of making it over.

The football situation is rapidly clear-
ing up—this way: For schools and for
the general student body, an open game,
either “soccer” or “rugger,” as they are
played in England and Canada; for the
colleges, American football under syste-
matic and organized control, and ef-
fective legislation backed by the author-
ity of an intercollegiate league. This

one change is needed for the improve= |
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The CaTo of the House looks |

signally distingnished from other mammals,
ftis inthe enormous duration of their infaney',
but it 18 a point that I do not recollect ever
seeing any naturalist so much as allude to.”

Now, a8 a matter of fact, more than 150
vears ago Alexander Pope, in his celebrated

Essay on Man.,” In epistle the third, made
the following short but lucid statement:

A longer care man's helpless kind demands;

That longer care contracts more lasting bands.

In two short linea the exhaustive subiect
of the “infancy contribution” {8 focused al-
moat to a point. It is evident that Pope
anticlpated Fiske b{l more than a century
and the citation of this fact makes a distinct
oass of priority of thought in favor of the
poet. Alexander Pope. 8o the credit for
the digcovery of the importance of the in-
creased length of Infancy in man belongs
not ta the domain of science or philosophy
but to the poetical world.

That Fislke was perfectly sincere in his
belief that he was the firat to contribute the
fact in question I have not the slightest
doubt. And the influence npon modern think-
ers ot this great thought as rnfmundad
by Fiske, has been for incalculable good.
Nevertheless, Pope's interpretation of the
same truth is as old as it is self-evident,

HAaRNLD Enyunp DUNNE, M. D,

RIDuEWAY, Pa., Dec, 18.

cec——
The Death Penalty,

To THE FDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Murder Is
done elther for revenge, In the heat of passion, or
for gain. In a planned assassination the perpe-
trator usually mssures himself that he will escape
deteetlon, or his real or fancled wrong bas so dis-
torted bis mioral vislon that he is willing (o suffer
whatever penally may accrue. In murder done
In the heat of passlon the aggressor s for the mo-
ment the Insane vietim of bis brutal Instincts,

! These latter we will always have with us so long as

o PR
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human belngs, through ignorance, allow thetr God
glven better natures to be overruled by their baser
ones. As love and hatred are near kin, so are
anger and enthuslasm,

It Is supposed uat the State of Vermont de-
manded the life of Mary Rogers not in a spirit of
reveng® or for punishment, but for correction and
examnple In safeguarding the lives of its peojle,
Therefore | make my plea for & betler undersiand-
Ing of the process of correction,

1 do not belleve the death punishment is any
more eficaclous In deterring men and women
from committing murder than a sentence to Im-
prisonment for life, We must also consider the
fact that now and then an Innocent man Is caught
in the dragnet of the law and so enmeshed by
Incriminating circumstances that conviction must
follow, Time may bring to light the truth, Then
18 1t not worth all the expense of carlng for the
many gullly ones to glve this man or woman ltb-
erty to start life egzain with a clear record?

Care for the erring ones througbout the term of
their natura) lives, or If for sufMclent reason they
be pardoued, let them go out Into the world 1o live
& new life, preaching to others of man's humanity
10 man,

We belleve that some day through education and
enlightenment men will live with the love of God
in thelr hearts and mutual respect for the rights
of others, Meanwhlle let us mend our laws as we
wlll lo that future Utopla mend our manners,

ROCHESTER, Deo, 14, ZACHARY SMITH, D, D,

Boston by the Quart.

To TRR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir' I note that
in Thursday's SUN It I8 editorlally stated that only
26 per cent, of Boston's population s native born
American, In a statistical Journal [ am Informed
that Boston consumes annually €8,782 barrels or
10,807,120 quarts of beans, which, according to the
statistical Journal, allowlng & population of 580,000,
would allow 10'4 quarts annually 10 each Inhabltant
of the Hub, Including bables not supposed, outside
of Boston, to be equal tosolld food, Allowing there
are 50,000 bables (n Boston—and there must be that
many in & population so larg ly foreign and not
rich—we have an Increassd quariage per person
to about 22 quarts. This o welzht represents,
say, 4 pounds of beans for each Bostonian, But,
by THE SUN'R showing, only 20 per cent, of the
population (or 145,600 persons) are the real thing

-the genuine genus Boston beaneater. Allowing
5,000 of these to be bables—and that Is falr enough
for such an Intellectual centre—we have 140,000
Lostonlans eating 10,097,120 quarts of beans an-
nually, or 78 quarts per person. With these figures
before us we are confronted with two questions,
One is: lsn't that 100 many beans to eat without
producing braln fag?! The other la: Does the
Bostonlan atmosphere have such an effect upon
forelgners living there that they become bean-
caters of equal capaoity with the natives? In any
event, can snybody eat nineteen and & half quarts
of beans a year and malintaln that standard of
excellence which the world expects of Boston?

NEW YORK, Deo, 15, K, J, M,
A Massach tts Chr s Suggestion,
To THE UDITOR OF THR SUN—-Sir: The time has

come when the well to do are exercised as 10 what
they shall give for Christmas prcsents, 1 would
ke 1o suggest through your columus that for this
hollday season they forego exchanging gifts and
each give the money usually expended In this way
to poor familles,

Glve them flannclette sheets and rubber hot
water bags. [n this way thousands may bs made
comfortable at night and esoape the positive misery
that comes to the poor In wiatcr,

This will be practical Christianity,

NOKTHAMPTON, Mass,, Dec, 18,

R.S. H,

The White HBeard's Burden,
It wou would win the guerdon
And serve a joyful cause,

OUR POSTAL SERVICE.

WasniNaToxn, Deo, 10.—The keynote of
the annual report of Postmaster-General
Cortelyou {s his desire to run his huge de-
partment striotly as a business inatitution.
It Is & great pity that it should be so nearly
impossible to establish and conduot the
sorvios on such a basis, [ta vastness alone
would make this dificult, although mere
magnitude I8 not the most serious ohstaclo.
That {s found in the fact that in its develop-
ment the service has followed no clearly
defined syatem. We have had forty-one
Postmastera-General In 110 years, and each
has hung his attachment to the growing
structure in accordance with his own ided.
The reéult is an aggregation in which some
confusion and a failure to attain the high-
est efficiency are inevitable.

A little more than 240,000 persons are
employed in the postal department. There
are 68,131 post offices in the country, and
the cost of the service last year was $167,203,-
762, The returns from sale of stamps and
other sources were $152,826,585, thus show-
ing a deficit of a little more than $14,000,000.
Mr. Cortelyou says that he is “less con-
cernad about the deficit than about efficlency
of admninistration.” There will be no dis-
agreement with him on that point. Effi-
clency includes economy, and the most im-
portant feature of the service is safe and
speedy transmission and delivery of mall
matter.

The postal service, in the matter of its
sconomical administration, is handicapped
by the fact that it is so closely allied to the
system of political patronage. This is not
and perhaps cannot be entirely overcome
by clvil service laws, A little jolt is given
to the patronage system by Mr. Cortelyou's
definite announcement that “fourth:class
postmasters will ba retained during satis-
factory service.” Another influence in the
same direction is the use of ratings “based
upon Inspectors’ reports and other data”
as a factor in appointments rather than the
argumenta of delegations or the presenta-
tlon of petitions. Both come in ever flow-
ing rivers, and their many contradictory
olaims are, as they should be, subordinated
to official records of the service of incum-
bents,

Conslderation i{s given in the report to
possible increass in revenues and possible
decrease in expenditures, There i8 a sug-
gestion that the present franking system
be revised, and a commendably conserva-
tive tone appears in the review of the rural
delivery systern. There is a recommenda-
tion that the Government own the wagons
used for mail transportation in cities, and
that arrangement be made for ownership
of pneumatio tube services of demonstrated
worth, At this time, when the rights of
ahippers oocupy so large a place in affairs,
more might have been said in this report
about “fair and reasonable rates” on mail
transportation. The dapartment paid to
the railroads last year the very comfort-
able sum of $39,384,016.17. The Interstate
Commeree Coammiseion would probably find
this a rich field in which to exercise itself.

On the whole, our present service is
wonderfully efficient. We note with im-
patienoa and a sense of wrong the one letter
or raper that has been delayed or has gone
astray, and give little attention to the fact
that ninety and nine in every hundred
oome safely and promptly. The service is
not ideal, perhas, but much is being done
to perfect it, It costs a big lump of money,
but we get a g eat deal out of it.

The Burlington Magazine for December.

“How (ireek Women Dressed” Is the title
of the first article in the Burlington Magazine
for December (Rahart (irier Cooke) by Prof.
G. Baldwin Brown, who will contribute fur-
ther articles on the subject. Prof. Brown
points out the value to the connoisseur and
artist of a knowledge of the styles of dress
at different periods.
ence in principle between Greek male dress
and that of the women. In the case of the
latter some minor additions, such as velils,
were sometimes worn, but essentially it
conglsted of two garments, corresponding
roughly to tunic and mantle.

Lina Fckenstein's article on the “Purpose
and Value of Ancient Egyptian Art” concerns
itself especially with the siate palette of King
Nar-Mer, in the Cairo Museum. Prof. C. J,
Holmes writes of the landscapes of Richard
W.ison, suggesting the hope that the work
of this artist will cease to be neglected,

Under the title of “Medimeval Architecture
Refinements” L. Ingleby Wood describes the
remarkahie exhibition of photographs and
drawings held ro-vvmlf In Edinburgh, the
result of some thirty-five years of research
and study on the part of William Henry
Goodyear of the Institute of Sciences and
Arts, Brooklyn. into the introduction and
employment in the buildings of the Middie
Ages of apparent tmperfections, which, he
asserta, are a digtinet survivol of the now
well known refinements present in many of
the temples of classical Creece, Thae series
of articles on the classification of Criental
carpets is continued, and Mr. Herbert P.
Horne contributes an illustrated paper on
the art of Il Graffione. KEgerton Beck's
“Ecclosiastical Dress in Art" will be cen-
tinued

In the department of art In America Mr,
C. Fitzgerald discusses the plans for a re-
union of artigts in New York, and in calling
attention to having here the nucleus of a

owir 1l academy gayvs: “\'ith the help of a
ew phases—an American école, a New York
salon, a university atmosphere, a dignified
body of artists—we may yet succeed in swell-
ing it to royval dimensions,” Mr. Pauvl ( hal-
fin, late of the Boston Museum, points out
some of the heretofore unknown treasures
n Japanese art which the Boston Museum
a8 acquired, his is a revelation of the
extent of these treasures, and will arouse
expectation for the time when they can be
put on exhibition. As usual, the Burlington
s admirably illustrated,

Cape Cod Rocks on the Stage.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—S{r: [n the synop-
sls prepared by the management In a play about to
be produced In New Vork the jmost thrilling scene
mentioned, presumably reallsiie In eflect, Is the
wreck of a schooner on “the rocks of Cape Cod.”
What partlcular rocks are meant?

Are they the stones which Uncle Sam has placed
on the extremity of Long Polnt to keep that bit of his
domaln from slipping eway from Lim and whiech
are so tempting to the natives that he has made It
a punishable offence to carry them off? Or are
they the specimens of Belglan blocks so laborlou: ly
fished up by the wreckers a few months ago from
& sunken schooner off Monomoy and carefully
hoarded on the beach at Chatham? Then, too,
there ia, to be sure, the boulder along the road be-
tween North Truso and Highland Light, but that
would not seem 10 menace the safety of ocean
trafc,

1f the scene palnters and effect devisers can re-
produce the features of the real Cape—the grand
desolation of the huge white dunes of that terrihle
coast, say between Race Polnt and Peaked Hil
Bars, or the viclous work of the breakers over those
treacherous, deadly shoals, they will achleve a
triumph,

To those who know anything of Cape Cod, of its
humor and 1ts herolsm, of Ita genulne comedles and
Its awtul tragedics, ang attempi io represent |ig
life must scem Inefective; but the scenery should
&t least be a reminder of facts 6o easlily ascertalned

ELIZaBETH, Dec. 18, w.
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The Christmas I'oem of the Street Preacher,

A merry Christmes te one and all,
New Year, IS8 Sapry
The grace of God 1n one's heart with charity drives
3 out all fear;
And remember whosoever giveth to
eth to the Lord, ¢ 100 Dodr beud,
For charlly covers a multitude of
- fsthe reward. L A

6 Lord loveth a cheerful glver; n

. the poor is In need; aw & eistee
Those who have plenly and some to
™ never forgets a good deed; RIS Ord

Is the time of the year the |ittle
thelr stockings, full of joy, 1ota: Nang up
And the(r bearts beat In thankfulness tn the morn-
Ing for cach little toy;
“Oh, paps and mamma, aln't Santa C)
" to you and me!l 4118 been good
Look at the nlce little trinkets
hung on my tree.” $is year ho bas
And let thuse joyTul ones remembe
poar Iittle Lot not far away At
Whose heart theoy can make happy on this slessed

Take up the white man's burdea, Christmas Lay EDWARD
. F
vaw SbepeckofSemtaClave, __ . . . ﬂ. .- i re o Mol BMAW"..
. - ‘
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PISHENS Eoe be bt v SRES

There was no differ-,

TO IORNS! TO HORNS!

DBattle Cry of un—i"nmrd Viotim of Selideh
Autenobiliste.

To Tar Entron op THr Sun =8ir; 18m &
man of no great importance In the world.
My house I8 oniy a two story and basement
brick house In a qulet etreet (n Brookiyw,
where the allantus trees atill aurvive, with
thelr pungent smell, But I havea grievance
on my mind that must have ulterance of I
shall bust, explode, spontaneously combust
or do something that will bring me Into no-
tice. My grievance (s the Inanlenoe, the utter
recklessness of the antonobiles In this city
and their infmlting horns.

Who gives the automoblles the right to
blow horns in the atreet? Can a truck driver
carry & horn? Can a carriage; can & pedler;
can a pedestrian? What right has & fat-
necked banker to come whirling up crowded
Nassuu street from his country house with &
hairy chaufeur tooting an engry, raucous,
nerve killing horn, making me alost jump
out of my skin lest [ be run over? Who gives
him & right to seize the street for himaelf?
Can @ carriage do this? Can I get a right of
way up Nassau street through the bridge
crowd and home by blowing a horn in froos
of me und scaring citizens, old, young and
middle aged, 8o that they jump out of my

way?
Ia there no oblization upon an aw bile
to warn people with moggutlon qun

some restraint upon their own movements
such s carrlages must show, ause of
their inability to communicate their notiee

A to foot pas-
gengers to hear 031
i to sound a declaration of war net
i :” 0 It was &vm 1
have n ubt, wi
the putﬁlc.u But the result of ite use Ia ..‘F"‘\”
except blow(ni‘ its accursed horn. L
chauiYeur toots his horn and you do the rest.
He hlnndly( says in court: “lygld vmf"lng
horn. but the child failed to take notice
And the Court says “It was an unavoidable
[ occasionally d
of KErooklyn, and an automoblle comes up
D, U I turn out like
slaveatthe sound of the horn,
and possibly killed. Has that automabile
oome tin benind, slow down and reavest that
it may pasa?
many a time I have seen acenes

unless they give an opporl.unny
bile horn.
e g h the idea of pnmtln‘{
has relieved the automobile frolu any
[ could to avert the accident. I hlew my
cident,
e rive on the roads outside
b th a rush.
ehind me with RS RLL
any right to do more than & wagon —that |Is
Many and
ed me of the recorded tales

that remind

how the ancient lords of the manors r

imperiously through the villages. arurnlnt

the villagers from their horses’ hoofs. re

we becoming like slavea of these im nt
1 call upon all

automobile owners?
Iot us end this nuisance'
t%carrr ho{‘nn 1nd
they h%a the high
) t :

truck drivers and citizens
blow hack at the beasts as
roads. Let old, young, middle a
crusade, Tet us all march, or ri
through the highways, making ourselves
such nuisances that the authorities will have
to restrict all horn blmrrlnfli Then, when all
observe the same rules of the road, the auto-
mobilists will be compelled to keep their
places, and they cannot be licensed to rum
over us just because they have warne

Out with vour horns, fellow citizens and
truckmen! We humble footmen are freemen.
Out with your horns and blow for life, liberty
and a share in the equal enjoyment of the
streets! To arms! To Horns

BroogLyN, Dec, 15, PATRIcx HENRY.

THE ENGLISH GAME.

A Veteran of the Foetball FPleld Advocates
& Return to Stralght Rugby.

To tur Eptron or Tz SuN—8ir: In the
football controversy your correspondents
seem to have missed the essential point in
favor of the Rugby game as a deterrent of
injuries, It lies in the diffarence between
American and English tackling

In the Rugby game, where there is no in-
terference, the runner is followed by his
team) mates. When tackled or abeut to ba
tackled he tries to pass the ball to one of them.
It is the object of the tackler, therefore, to
catch and hold the ball as well as the runner
So he tackles about the arms and shoulders,
catching the ball as well as the runner,

In the American game, as we ell knew,
the ball is seldom passed in the open fleld.
Possession of the ball is the all important
thinq. The back hangs to it like death. So
the tackler, relieved from the necessity of
watching the ball, tackles, by m!m.

between the hips and the l' .
in spita of the rules, he frequent Eu”eﬂ:kleg
bhelow the knees, especially since ing
has come into vogue.
‘I he fall of any upended cylindrical ohrcc
o wiolent

if struck pear its base is ln;lqh
o

join
de, or w

than if struck pear its top. ustrate thie
set up a lead pencil on end and strike it a
smart blow near its base. lhen set it up

. Notice how

again and strike it near the tof
much more violently it falls in the first in-

n
the American

stance. My observation of ]
game has convinced me that the t serious
iniuries occur not in mass play but i open

fleld tackiing.

Our interpretation of offside y DQ‘t
mitting interference before the with the
conse uent eliminatiof of open field passing.

is the trouble with the Am game,
yas

The qreat mistake of our foot L]
in the enrly days of its _introduction w R
instead of taking up the En R game

under British instruction, we mi
the rules and started to improve them on thé
“gxlﬂl!lml;r“?: :is'oel?il' ayer f. the A nm
oug 0
ﬁam». [ am for a r(‘mm to stra znt%\c
ugby for the benefit not only of the playera
but of the spectators, As & b
spectacle, aside from partisan g. the
British game is infinitely preferahle to ours
NEW Yorv, Deo. 18, Ex-CENTRE,
Senator Foraker’'s Malden Oration.
From 'he Pittsburg Dispaleh.

Senator Foraker was asked not long ago to tell
the title of his oration when he graduated at Cormell
in 18,0, He responded, “Three Hundred - Law-
yers.” That scemed a strange subject for a com -
mencement thesls, but Foraker explalned: “When
I went home {or the stujor's vacaiion | was racking
my braln for an oratlon subject. Stopping tn Cha-
cinnat! on my way to the old home ia Highland
county, 1 walked along Third sireet and was im-
pressed by the many signs of lawyers that | saw
at every step. | had already decided to be a law-
yer and to practise in Cincinnatl. It gave me the
chills to And s0 many lawyers already there. I
stopped a man on the street and asked him how
many lawyers there were in the town, gnd he re.
sponded, ‘About three hundred.' | repeated It In
wonder, *Three hundred lawyers, three hundred
lawyers., On the traln going up home she ocar
wheels seemed to slug, ‘Three hundred lawyers,
three hundred lawyers.' 1 would awaken at nighs
and the katydids in the field seemed to be sloging
t'ie same song about three hundred lawyers. Even
the old cow welcomed me with & moo that sounded
Itke three hundred lawyers, So it came to pass
that 1 seized upon [t as the theme for my commence-
ment day thesls. 1 used It, making the argumens
that no matter how many there were In the law oy
any other profession, there was always soom for
one who went In determined to win,”

A Nearing in Oklahoma Legisiature.

From the Kansas City Journal.

The recent appeal made to the Presldent by Ira
Terrill, the Irrepressible Oklaboma convict, has
called forth some remlinlscences from the old
timers regarding the first Oklahoma Legisiature,
of which Terrtll was a member.

He was ¢l vays & disturbing clement then, and
was regarded As a dangerous man,

C. G, “Gristmill" Jones was Socaker pro tem,
of the Honuse, and one day when he was in the
chalr Terrill, who occupled a scat on the front row,
arose to make a motion, Jones refused to recog-
nize him, and gave the floor to another member.
Tarrlll reached down Into the side of his coat and
brought forth a dangerous looking “gun” tn each
hand.

Polnting them both at the Speaker, he agked:
“Will you put that motiont” Before he could
get the question out all of the press representatives,
who occupled a table next to the Speaker's deak,
were under thelr table, and the Speaker had as
much of his body under cover as his dignity would
allow, It Is perbaps needless to add that the mo-

.tlon was put.

Had Choloe of Weapons,
From the Saturday Erening Post.

Ehortly after the olvil war Senator Vance was
lecturing In Roston, “Fellow cltlzens,” he begant
“you are my fellow citizens, We all belong to this
great country. We of the South wanted 10 leave
you, but you would not let us go, and now we are
with you to stay. I belong w0 you, You belong
to me."

A volee In the rear of the hall cried:

“Aren't you the man who sald one Southernes
could whip ten Yankees with a cornstalk?”

Instantly Vance replied: “Yes, my friend. I am
the man. I sald that one Southerner could whip
ten Yankees with a cornstal’c, 1 belleved 1t then
and | belleve |t now, The trouble was that the
Yaokees dldn't want to he whinned that way,”

The Mistake of a Colebrated Bird.

The dove had just returned to the ark with the
olive leaf,

“One would think,” sulked the fair ones of the
party, “that the fool might bave had enough sense
to bring & mistletoe.”

Herewith they lost lnterest (n whether land was
sighted ar wot.




